Watchdog Writers Group Student Researcher Job Description:
A WWG student researcher will be assigned to work with a WWG fellow for the entire academic year (Fall and Spring semesters). The student researcher will conduct research that allows their fellow to write a nonfiction book based on an investigation in the public interest. The researcher will search for and comb through databases, historical records, news articles, and other sources in order to compile and summarize information relevant to their fellow’s investigation. The researcher may also conduct phone calls, file records requests, and complete other tasks as needed. They will meet virtually with their fellow on a regular basis to receive instructions and communicate progress. 
The student researcher is also expected to attend Watchdog Writers Group events, including the Spring and Fall Gatherings and four to six Lessons from the Field workshops presented by the fellows. These events present opportunities to learn from the fellows and build a network of mentors and colleagues.
This work will immerse the student researcher in a community of accomplished authors and journalists. The researcher will gain valuable insight into a specific issue their fellow is investigating, as well as the important role book writing has in the field of journalism and democracy in general. 
The student researcher will report to their specific fellow, as well as to Mya Frazier, WWG director of student development, and Kristen Davis, WWG administrator. The researcher is expected to work 5-10 hours per week, excluding university holidays and breaks. The Missouri School of Journalism determines the hourly pay. It is currently $15 an hour for undergraduate students and $15.50 for graduate (Masters-seeking) students. 
The ideal applicant is a clear and responsive communicator as well as a self-starter who can work independently and collaboratively. The ideal applicant is well organized, naturally curious, enjoys reading and writing, takes feedback well, manages time well, and is interested in pursuing investigative journalism as a career path. 


